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PREFATORY 



ADDRESS. 



^TT^HE following little Poem was compofed for the 
furfofe of reconciling the Author to his awn am- 
dition^ and infixing in his mind fuch principles^ as ba- 
nifii from Solitude^ imaginary difireffes^ and dimmjh 
the horrors of honeft Poverty, 



Though I am not f anguine enough to expeB popula- 
rity y for a Compofitim^ ^hich be%rs fo repulfive a Tttle- 
P^g^t y^ *t may he proper to inform the Reader ^ that 
thefubjeSt is confined within narrow Umitaticns, 



b This 



77)is Epiftle is not addrejfed to Curates in general \ 
hecaufe there are many learned and good men^ to whom 
my arguments will not apply ; and on whom my Verfes 
would havi no- ejffiil. For' UtUe will the ^^ magick of 
Song^^ foothe that ear^ which is jarred with the impor-- 
tu^. p/^ome/iJl^^a«^l (I n /K^ 



The Jituation of the Curate^ for whom thefe- lines were 
intended^ was not dejiitute of the real necejfaries of Life^ 
hut poffeffed many of the real comforts y therefore no 
menttoit-ii made of the greatefl of aaClirtcmaipreJmj 



'al^r£e'faMity'tioit^^ a fcanty'tHtQm, '' C^' ihdi fiibjeSiy 



• • 



• v'.^ 



ar'tii^ fMdftphy coul^ hot *^^ "praaically ^icertMy ^f'dii 






not pretend to t'uHit firth \ torn knowing that efcphrie?ic& 



*■ •^ 



of the condition would fubvert in hn infant liny ^fhhy 
and my peace. 

V. :• ; . -•: ; ■•• ■ ■ ■> ■..»». v.- >»v.\_ 



)^^^ ^Be^/ewi 'to whm C^a^ci^ f^af ifonihey't^^r 

y^oefni ffty vanity' hoijTs not thefignal of Se^knte. iShokfekfi^ 



■ • •'--•'; -N ,.. fc 



thouy kind Rearer f' ie aCritickirritahkiHfh^^efvis'y 



v. A-: 



r! 



or 
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or fever e in ihy decijionsy I deprecate thy anger ^ and 
jhall fubmit to the charge of dullnefs without petulance^ 
ahufe^ or appeal:^ for the obfcurity of my fat ion will 
fhelter me from the pain of publick contempt. 



Shouldeftj thou be a IVit^ and ridicule the affeStation 
of beardlefs gravity y and the wifdom of being ^^ contented 
<^ with a little where no more is to be hady^ I Jhall join 
in the laugh with an hearty good-will ;. nor will I ajfert^ 
that I Jbould Jhudder at the offer of preferment y or that 
an increment of Pay might not drag me from the bofom^ 
of obfcurity^ 



Whether my arguments will be worthy of attention^ 
mufty Reader^ be left to thee and others to determine. 
If they had not been of fervice to my f elf I would not 
have hazarded publication. — All therefore that I require 
of thee^ isy that whatever be thy opinion of my VerfeSy^ 
ihou wilt believe that my Principles are good. 



t s "J 

,$fi2noj fin*nrA iliiw ^eflilBioM rfjo'i ym\ ^oo-l 




A paltry J)trtthi^'ff#<«|i%l ml^S^hUHS^^'^ '^'i ^««^^A 




<( 



cc 



The Sun neet- '^9* ^"^dil^fiffs^'ljf ^rf^'dkyi^ f ^-"^^ 
" But clou*>ii^efWi«^ruJfedfte^life'f^i^^^ s^^J *>«A 



■4 
1. 



Roufe frod tlif <it:etttapctf'vi(ib*ai?f p*J»;it3fij "Jo^ rrikD 
Men and thei? feansieAle? d^t'^-cy^'iretrl^'^"' 'JV*? 'Jiir 
TlipfWeftI hfiW^ num^w, the <jonfdite'*fov<Plb#4J* »'i*^ 
Shattered by fpl6irti<;by^etfi'yi>-«fifiif1^yf^?dei ^^f'* « rSniT 
Content is-^iipWre^k-d oi^ tfh« PA'6s^i^"n^4^ (-^ 






:«f 



Long 



I 
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liOag have ftich Monlifts» with (uii*ral tongiiCt 
Of human woes the tKott£uKl changes ning } 
Agsunft the approach of Gomlbrt barrM the dooTi 
Aod^ the ALL of Evil-^^ut the COra 
Their jaundic'd eye difcolour*d what it Glw^ 
And Splaea fgoic*d the cankered ihadet to draw** 



{«IP£> VAif dd landfcapSi partiall/ fiirve/d; 
Wea}th h ^l 1i^» apd Fc^verty aU (hade; 
Ix) f iajhe^^mty what ftceams of Orient .day 
Along th* cnam6yed.f«^\]re vrg^ tb^ way I 
Warm of delight t)i^.loyely fufipn glows,. 
And the eyc^,«[apt^^'d»» the r^dia^ce 4ow&t 



« i 



But, wdmK ^9 iiQSitr9jRy horrors (^b and deeajr 



domain the dHmd 



gloom 



bloom: 



^ifi^lbre. the 
:h* unheeded 



^ •■ -' 



'r . 



Be 
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Be miiie the ta(k, though perilous and bold, 
Frefh to thy vi6W our chequered (late to hold ; 
Its dark-drawn (hades impartially furvey, 
Noir more the (hadow than the light difplay ; 
And ftrive, with modeft candour for my guide^ 
To chace the mifts of prejudice and pride* 



OF Fools who prate, and Hypocrites who canity 

t 

Hear and defpife the defultory rant— ^-r 
Shot from the world, by penury deprefs*d, 
A Curate's life — ^what is it but a jefl ? 
Debarred the hopes that lift th* afpiring mind 
Above dependance^ and above mankind ^ 
Stranger alike to pleafure and to gold. 
What woes on woes the rev*rend wight enfcdd 1 
Then come the diahby coat, the vifage grave. 
The lordly Redor^ and his humble (lave„ 
The dulnefs of a vegetative life. 
The ragged manfion, and the teeming wife, 



Privation 



[4 ] 
Thefe are ths bu bigars of the CuritteV lot. ' 



. • ■ ^. • •• 1 



But, if thrth^ini^j^^Mi&ATKit^pt caii'fina- 
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If the laft ftigfc' of-liumaiv-UW' aid m its • -' ' -- < - - 

Some lucid intervals, fome cloudlefs fits ; 

Say, hov^ « Hate capficioi/fly aiiftere, «; ' -'o-vl > 

Profufe to all iy^fides—^a -rtiggird' here ?----cf-ii i f-^'^ f/5'-» 

rur.vrY mankind-i-tKeir '^iSLrettt lott'dsftvpaW J »> ''* 
Of joys and forrows eath mhtt KA4 fcfo-^ar«* J '^ i«t •/■ i 
Survey thyfelf^lol ever in HiypaWer ' > • f u L.vc.t.A 
The fpirit of C; nterit-^HeaveriV fa^prite <J<^Wei'|-' i* 
See through thy life the ciipof -bfeffing palJ,- ? ^ 'v^ 
DafH'd with the bittemeTs «bf FnyyS gall'l •' ' - • »* 

While wayward Caprice, and unmeaning Pride, 

'. . . . > >. . 

Have hourly (hov'd thy happinefs afiJ^. -' 



i 



• \ 



Ne'er fhall hi&. bread or joy or com/b; t ^noMr^ - 

Who chciilliws imaginary woe j 

For 
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For when true hdfro^^ feize his fhrinking £>al» 

• » t » ... 

What voice (hall calm them, or what pow6r controul ? 



Shut from the'wdrld— if s turbulence and care, 
Its hopes that baffle, and it« wants that tear ; 
Retired from pleafureis that no joy beitow^ 
Unknown to vice, and ignorant of woe, 
Ufeful and honoured pafs the Curate's days— 

» 

A life of Virtue never loft its praife. 

Shut from the world — his health-crown'd hoiurs difpenfe 

Peace to his heart, and fearlefs innocence. 



Through human life, through general nature, fee 
How all advantage varies in degree. 
Not every planet's emulative rays 
Flame with the glory of the Solar blaze; 
Not every mind, or crafty or fublime. 
Alike to riches or to fame may climb; 
Could all with equal eafe their wifhes gain, 
Where were the fenfe of {>leafure or of pain ? 

B Who 
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Who that 9I9W mjtiui^af tke iiacaaiW^ oC Iim latc^. 
Whole pfi4^ wsiild bejai^ esiick rjivalf )p|sgg|iiV ^^» ^ 



But to ikyt vkw> a9:HiA<^ Ib^pUes 
The grand d^mUage ^ tb& gpod aad< wifei 



See how each £»^ lAvasiBbly chof^ 
The {bene of tho^ghty netv^aedt^ and repofe 
See the fame^ pfkf&oii ad»apte^ c^ery btteaAi 
Peace^ rural leirure> pnracy and i^jsjftf 



The Youth, hi^ ardent fancy^ aU oik.dakne,. 
Soars in idea to the realms of fame. 
Is hsia^FrioftiF-rhQW n0ac th0 mitresi fliiner I 
A Lawyer? — " yes, the Wopl-fack muft be mine :'* 
A Soldier? — laurels, trophies on him wait: 
In Trade? — die golden icj^in and eoaieh of ftate. 
Ambition never ceafing: to infpire^ 
Some iiattVing caufe to aim at fomething. higher. 
Till, tir'd qfi hope* thftfe eycr^rft betray 'd> 
He feeks for. fholterciii) t^ rnxsJi^Qis^dfi : 



There, 



i 
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There> tbo; f^tfe. aloe W of Qontentment eaft^ 
He ileeps, xogjirdkiCi^ of the 'ftdrms q er paTs'd*. 



Canker'd byi S^pleeh^ or plung'd i& Eixvy's gloomy 
Withers each pleaiuiie' ift iti^ vernal bdooixi ;, 
To felf-created mi^os jt ^tef>y 
Lol ******^ dafkUng^ mop(» his hours- aw^ay^, 
And mourns that ^optune, whimfiodly kiad^. 
Grants to-hit^^^ the mifhai oi niankind< 



Keen in the raee'c^ fife tike youthful hv^ 



Deems nothing gained he^re it gains the goal*. 
'* Thoufands before me," proud Ambition cries- 
" Millions behind thee," conmiani Soife replies; 
While Fortune pound her emblemvgarlands ftrows,^ 
In Briars entwin'd the beauties of the Rofe. 
Though many a rofe the Vidor^s brow adorn, 
The Vigor's brow is pierc'd by many- a thorn : 
Though few the Rpi§s that thq Vanquifli'd gain,, 
FevK ar^ the Thorns,, and little is the pain. 
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Let Fancy place thee (once more give her way) 
Amid the Rich, th* Ambitious, and the Gay. 
Be rich as % R**b**d, take thy fill of wealth- 
Imagine all things — Honefty, and Health. 

1 

Let every joy that Luxury can impart, 

Ingenious Luxury I faturate thy heart : 

Bright in the fenate fhine, like Fox or Pitt, ' 

And rival North or Sheridan in wit. 

'Tis done — by reafon then the truth be told— 

** Of blifs no monuments are rais'd by gold : 

** Ambition points to Fame — but leads to Care — 

** And gaiety evaporates in air,'* 



But does thine eye Life*s adive fcenes explore ? 
High on the pinions of ambition foar. 



j: It was fuggefted by a friend, that this gentleman is not a proper exam- 
ple, becaufe he is not rich ; having, in compliance with the firfl law of Ni* 
ture, parted with bis valuables : 

Imitatus Caftora^ qui fe 



Eunuchum ipfe facit cupiens evadere damno 

Juvenal, Sat. XIL vtr. 35. 



By 



i 



^* 
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By Eloquence that baffles all reply, 
By Truth that dares and courts the publick eye» 
By all the glories which the Patriot crown, 
Deferve — and feJie the guerdon of renown : 
'Tis thine — but mark th* aflbciates of thy fame f 
Detradion, Envy, and the tribe of Shame ! 

Beneath thy care though Trade her fails expand. 
Though want be bani{h*d from a war-worn land ; 
Though eV^ry fcience, eveiy liberal art 
Inform thy mind, and regulate thy heart : 
The blackeft traitor fee' thy felf portray'd, 
And verieft fool that pity can degrade ; 
Thy every virtue branded as a crime. 
The flate's falvation as a wafle of time j 
Thy publick rapine, and thy private ftealth— 
Thy fliamelefs (quandering of the Nation's wealth-* 
Impeachments threaten — Faction ftorms aloud— 
Burfts on thy head th* agglomerated cloud. 



th 



Oh bleft Obfcurityi how fweet thy cot, 
Screen'd from the horrors of the Statefman*s lot 1 



Of happinefs no bafelefs fabrick ftands, 
Raised in the clouds by viflonary hands. 
Though majefty and elegance combine 
To pour their fun-beams on the fond defign, * 
Rais'd but to fall — ^its momentary ftate 
Sinks by the ftorms of Fortune and of Fate* 



Methinks I hear thy voice indignant rife — 
** Not to my cafe the Statefman's rule applies:** 
Let then thy Protean fancy change her ihape — 
To robes of lawn transform thy weeds of crape; 
And let each foul-adorning virtue fhed 
Sts |)eams of glory on thy mitred head. 
— By virtues dignify'd, with learning ftor'd, 
Belov'd, rever'd, and only not ador*d ; 
Great as a Preacher, in the Senate fkill*d, 
Ae^cjfting luftre on the rank he flU'd ; 



WiA 



i 
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With wealth beyond his utmoft wi{b fupplyM, 

were his wants, for little was his pride : 
Hear holy Sbcker •f his lot relate, 
How ill the cares were recompensed by State J 
Let his experience on the cafe decide — 
Hear him — and bid thy pai&ohs to fubfide *. 



; Few are the minds, whofe fleadinefs can bear 
The dizzy heights of eminence and care ; 

I 

^ m •\ 

Yet will the muttVing voice of pride complain, - 
And Envy dart the glances of difdain ; 
And Spleen, cnamoiir'd of her brood off woes, 
Rged the blifs thiajt Providence beftowir-r 



*\. * 



Change we the theme— lo I elegant and' light, 
The realms of fafliion burft upon our fight I 



♦ Non fuat, cxperfo credite, non font tauti, veil honores, vcl «ditus am- 
plifTumi ecckfiafticis defiinati, ut a quopiam enixe cupiantur. Multum ha- 
4>eDC Solicitudiiiis^ non parum forfan Invidiam-— v^^ dekStationis nibil^ nifi 
-^otics occurrit (occuirit autcm raro) infignis bcncfecicndi occafio. , 

Life of Sbckh.. 

^c Gay 



I • 



" Gayi^'t^VQ^ Hiteiiiion 1 fhear'tliy vdt'iyV prayet j 
" Borneifrdini3ieihadesfdf'foIitudc and care, 
" In thy bright circlfes-ereriet Iftm 'move, 
" Thepfe<lM;^undidfrIte:fuire «id «f y)Kre,'* 

Enjoy thy wifli—^-peerlefs glory fife 

A Georgidm'cSidus to all niodifh eyes ! 

In wealth conrpicuons, by refinements grac'd. 

Shine the grand model of applaiiding tafte. 

I 

Not like the ^fombfous' Ttnwg yclep'd aBeau, 
A-fihgiof^rJwol^ «Kbeptiiig in the toe, 
That ofcillates infeconds of £«»«/, 
And cannot iaugh, "ndr cry, nor hear, nor fee j 
Which, fhottldirfbivetoiynk, will wohHer why? 
And is the eflence of ftupidity. — 
No— with Vivaciotis: gaiety di^enfc 
The chariii«'ief'^nf6«fchy]Bo «v'ry fenfe ; 
With wit that bids th' unceafing laugh to riJe, 
And ^rikes wew flafliei? €sre each former dies ; 

■ ■ f 

With pleafurc-giving pow'rs that never tire. 
With all that craving Luxury can defire ; 



And, 



[ '3 J 

And, with a zeft fruition cannot cloy^ 
Thrid the whole maze kA fajbionab^e joy. 



With air the enviecf happinefs endow*cf, 
That bounds the profpeds of a purblind croud, 
What haA thou gained ? — yon gilded Moth might teH^^ 
That {ports as wantonly, and lives as well. 
Gay, fluttVingjNSECTi revel in thy pride, 
Enjoy the fkort-liv'd {un-beam» as they glide \ 

* 

No thought is thine that jees extintfHon near. 

No hope to foikr, to* appal no &ar ; 

In more than art-conferring^ beauty fhine,. 

And mock the blifs of Fools that mimick thine f 



However difguis'd beneatli a fpecious name^ 
Fashion, and Vice, for ever mean the fame. 



Bafe 



^afhion favs<i '* for Thoufands 



The hind who breaks the nuptial vow 's a rogue ; 
But FafhioB fays, ** Arrangements 2X^ the vogue." 

D Felons 
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Fdo&s for murder on the g^owt fwsbgs 
But Fafhion %Sy « a Dud u /i6r /i^Mr^." 
Safe from the halter, for (mall villains fit^ 
^ Fafhion dedaret the Atheift is a ^«C- 



Immortal Hopes! who bnrtheiaiil fiihlkiie^ 
Beyond the boundaries -of exiftiog- time ; 
Derided, fpum*d,' and bnuidfd niith^dllgnice. 
Cry not for vengeaace- oa dki wfiftkleft racel 



But (hould no vi^es tinge d^. choek-wiA (kame« 

Nor place thee-highviBfiallmuUe£Miit4. 
Should aU th^ .hmvy, aU ;t]^ -fdoial t gjktf 
Efcape (rare inftancel) fixmi difhonour free; 

Yet, whjvt aiaila k.aBiid Fook ;i:oi>t)l«a^^ • 
To roufe tiMtr caiij^ OTxest^flt -.^ew fiffi^^ . 



^ 




ultarittm.mediocribvsi hacc tamei 



J^v- 



• \. 



To 



To wafte thy prime in foUyraQ^riff'tioii^ 
And barter Life for.Pleafure that de&xQpi 



, ' ' 



- .£ 



The fupdifidid gforc^ tiw>pQib.|>^a4B: .: j.^ ■^i,,XO] 
Of oftentatious merriment) di£j^wyHr 



The real wretchedissfsiirithkittaiiBind^.. 
What folid comfiivt cflUk tlKjp^if^^theimiQdl; 






I » 



i. 



While, on the9vortexPof;fal&r|i]Barul« to&y^. 
Health, f<Mtttii€t, -fs[mc9 a4k^4ijappiai^ aks^i^' 



- - . ■* 



I. f • « 






. '> 41 • •• ' 



• f 



</ 






Averfe from Satire^ the digreffive Mufe 
The moral Yiibj«^ of tb^&a^ itttftn^ . 
More pldas'^ mt^toii^^^ itocidiaifi tlnh^pdtl 

That Spleen hath ^^iisai^^ 

Where ififfe^lS^ftnfii jiiidtfrfe^del^jX^^ 






*' > 



'T 



Thy lot, furctefg?A>ifli^ifrdBur^tli«fr"kli^^ ' .y f- 



FaiHon deliaeates^^^hi^ \^ Bfiffi^h' jiilft t 



"tr* '1 






Say, 
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Say, have the fe?eiifh^vifion^ 6£ thy mind 



To Self thy Wiihe^' dr thy hope» ooiifin!d? 
Are thy benevolence, thy virtue dead, 
Or has guilt flan^'d ^iihooour on thy hcadK ;: 
No — ^for the feelings t>f:tj^ {buLdeclase 
The Ibcial chariti£!i ]6£ lilb • are th«« ;^^ . . 
And virtuous circles who regard thy name,. 
Repel th* attacks o£; beniiire and .of (hamev i 
Then w%i^ivit2i Gymqkifiiarly: thy lot difdain-, 
Whofe Plcafiire more than compenfates the Pain ? 



Had Fate condemned thoeto a tracHljSf^/wi^ey 
Whcoe'dcar Frivadon ^rulea o*er wildb defaiC^4> ' 
I)ebarrMibg;ict^ lilith waiOs ^ier» 
Where fight, where thot^ht extimulate regret '^ 

[rfft««JfWOCRiiirow Spleen exqi^pt,. . 




• 4*\% 



Might fcreea thj/^T^^ J^<^ fc^y ^apd ODliempt :• 
But, lov'^i/w^ifoMg^t^^I^JdJe to bewag^ 
The horrors; of ^fedofion .uXr the vale* :r. ' 

• ■ ■ i I . ■-■. ./•rl ... 



<i i 






.4 



CuRATrl 
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Curate ! thy'ldfe3CQmp[Buj|*i^y;blift»tO!icnii>Wj 
Reprcfrf fhy ^ tow'iing yipwsrt-iiwi Iqok hioWf ' 
Mai:kj in tHef little (fiftrid^ «f th^. caxe. 
The woes, tfee. waA*» .thyCfdilowc-CJieaturcsI {hare« / 
Mark them — and, though difgufted Pride may ftartj 
Imprint ; the moral \l9fi&nri3ft :thj^ heart* ' . 



♦ ' » 



•* • -• * . * 






Is thine thetcnl^ till {b:«f»gth ioad (pints faj}x. 
To wield the axe^ the mattock^ anot tjie fl^il ^ 
And, wh^n rehiring te the mu^-bttilc (hoiijL " 
The family thftt c^y in yai» for bread? 
Or Penury — whofe complicated grief 
InilaiD^s , 4^(^^s. yet >hK>pe§ notffqr relief ? ' > • 



."'▼?» 



-• -• .i^i J , 



"»•«•■■*> 



# 



When WiatejJ Mds tjbie: flirinkirig earth congeal^ ; « 
And the.hsu-dgr^ndrJifepele-fhe bluated-ftcdi' "-fj 
And H/E^r^r* y^l}ii^fh;^ihLthfe troubled dr,, ^ 
Bid$ iH/^a^: : tat r^ge^ vtx^ IbfJu&y defpair i 
Is thine the rooileil-lHft thgf^(krinkf aghafV,. v ; 
^* Confciou^ of ' ruin^' iilithVimpendiag blafti. > 



E 



Diftraae^ 



Diflfa£lcidy do diy foftaing arms enfold 
C^dren that flarve, with hnnger and widi odUf- 
Tbe wretched Hind, begirt with woes like theft 
How would he revel in the Cprate's 




Wh2t diough embo(bm'd in the yew-tree's ihadc. 



Hard bj the brook that hurries down the g^e, 

dwelling from the road apart, 
Boafl not die fi^endor of Vitruvian art ; 




Screen'd by the northern hill, feciue and warm 
It flands, beneath the fiiry of the fhirm. 



What though magnifioence, with gorgeous pride, 
0*er the grand cafUe of '< mj Lord'* prefide ; 
The Baron's cafUe of fhipendous mold, — 
What does it mote than fcreen him from the cold? 

Bt curious hucmy though his board be crown'd. 
Though grandeur's golden Maze the feaft funound. 
In apathy the mighty Lord might pme. 
Envying the Plowman's appetite — or thine. 

Short 
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Short is tHe blifs, and little wealth availi?, 
When the keen edge of fated Fancy fails : 
Declare, ye Rich f as wealth your wants fuppties, 
What wants of Art on Nature^s wants arife f 
What whims and freaks each dear-bought pleafure fpoi!^ 
Of Prid& the mifery, and of Pomp the toil I 



What though Frugality thy meal prepare. 
Clean is thy board, and wholefcmie is thy fare: 
Nature but little wants — and that fupplied,.. 
Gives thee the Health to Luxury deny*d. 



But maiic that meagre objed): at thy door \ 
Hear him the real woes of life deplore : 
Behold bis body fhelterlefs and bare. 
While Want and Famine in his a/pe^^larcl 
Mark, as thy hand imparts the little dole. 
The ipeechlefs ebullitions of his foul ! — 
And then (for Spleen the queftion will decline) 
Aflc thy own Heart "if mifery be thine ?'* 



6ut 



But doft t^)i.pif:)iir9.(h^i^peri?iljpui'pdde 



• ♦ 



( 



^ : i . 



Dares with an icieotgrin thj Aa|?, dedde? . 

That would-be wits,, ^idefpicable ttibfe^ . . . : 

Raife the lb\)dt laugh, ot! blnrtthe btUtal.gibe, 

** Becau^ thy ancient coat has loil its hue, ... 

** And wait?, rei^wal !titl tbei y^r be :»evv." . '. . . 

Say, for that blockhead's wouldft thou change thy fate. 
And be that Blockhead for his large eftate ? . 
No — then how idle. Pe^e ai^ Senfe to quiti/. 
Becaufe a booby thinks ^ii]Mci£-4 wit ?-*- '.. . . 



*' BUT ftill, debarred from eminence and fame, 
« Perifh tKei.<J^y^> yitV9f<c«3ihrhM aa^ . . 

" Bereft of Hope, .hye-iiyesib^t tp ensure . : 
*' An age of penury, and dea^hpti&ure*";. 
Thus Splern d^edfums-— t>\i|: Tit^Tii witb.ke^a difd^iii. 
Spurns the fiditipus.. hotroil , o{ , .^hfe .ftfaii},. 



; i:.'L>. ■: 1 1 »■..'.. i;!- i J ;. 'i -• .■ 



■ 



Say, wJwfet^^ireoim^.wi^feiiplitaryjgloop..:': 
Nor Genius— Aor; th? " heavenly Mufe" illuiae? 

Where 
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Where Famb's' bright rays, empurpling all the Iky, 
Beam not etftatick on the Poet's eye ? 
Or where does LEARNiiiG, where Religion ceafe 
To blefs the ibul with wifdom and with peace? 



Spurn'd be the wretch^ Oblivion fhroud his name 
Who brands Religion with the marks of fhame I 
Whofe mock-philofophy's peftiferous breath 
Would blaft my hopes with everlafting death : 

* 

And dares, that feliow-atheifts may applaud. 
Traduce his Saviour, and blafpheme his God ! 

Though want, though injury palliate his guilty 
The Law demands the murd'rer's blood be foilt j 
The thief that robs me, fuffers, for his crime, 
Slavery and exile in a diftant clime : 
But, dire difgrace I above the Law's controul 
Triumphant foarsth' Assassin of the Soul* 



SHUT from the world— O bl^ Seclufion. hail i 

i 

Thy hours n^ vice nor infamy aflaiL — 



■f 



Thy 
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Thy {hades the peacc-dcftroying paflions fly, 
And crufh the wretch whom Folly lifts on high. 



How ha 



p^he, 



let 



««** 



*s example fay. 



Who yields to pleafure and to pride the fway I 
Pleafure — ^whofe avarice of infatiate maw 
Burfts every bond of Honefty, and Law I 
Pride — that abhors, yet wooes the hour of need, 
And prompts the felon to the deadly deed! 

Unhappy ♦♦♦♦! hadft thou thy views confined. 
Nor fufFer*d follies to overwhelm thy mind ; 
Endowed with affluence, hadft thou learn'd Content, 
Nor ever known what Fafhion, Pleafure meant : 

« 

Still on the lift of glory might'ft thou blaze, 
UnfuUied objedl of regard and praife : 
But Vanity and Vice have plung'd thy name 
Deep in the dark abyfs of endlefs fhame« 



Paufe we a little moment — to review 
The fcenes portray'd, and ftfll to candour true ; 
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(Our hoiiefl zeal from flander to acquit) 
Prevent the mock'ries of illiberal wit ; 
And confcious of- the truths ourfelves have try*d. 
Anticipate the (heer of thoughtlefs pride. « 



r 



Bafe is the tafk, and worthlefs is the Mufe 
That paints Humanity in fordid hues ; — 
Not mine the frantick hand that loves to tear 
The rofeate wreath that Youth delights tp wear; 
Not mine the wifh, ungenVous as profane, 
One lot of life with fancy' d woes to ftain ; 
Nor mine the declamation that decries 
The real joys, which focial life fupplies ; 
That cants the dull detail of human woe, 
Or bids one mind its hiappinefs forego. 






On every race of men, in every land, 
Heav*n fheds its blefUngs with a lib'ral hand , 
But loft in. Senfe, or plung'd in Vice's tide. 
What are our woes, but bleilings mifapply'd ? 



Oft 
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Oft has the truth been.toldy " Extremes . dcftroy/* 

Fatal alike, in forrow and in- joy. 

PafHons were given the life of man toblefs — 

But what curfe equals Paffion'in excefs? 

Yet hence ten thoufand woes derive their fource. 

And blaft each blefllng with the lightning's force. 



Let us, my friend, the wild delirium quit 
Of PASSIONS, that elude us as they jflit^ . 
Fantaftick dreams, and fra£):ious whims fupprefs. 
That banifh comfort, and augment diftrefs ; 
And view, from Prejudice and Envy free. 
The blefHngs of Retirement — {com*d by thee»- 



Retirement hail ! — thy hofpitable ihade. 
By blundering Pride injurioufly portrajj'^M, 
Demands my verfe — could Gratitude infpire 
The Sage's wifdom, or the Poet's fire. 
How would the Mufe th' immortal theme prolong,. 
And blefs thy fond encoraiaft and the fongi 

Retire- 
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Retirement hail ! though ridicul'd by Pride, 
Sublime th' aflbciates in thy bower abide. 
Sublime thy joys, however difavow'd 
By Inftind's herd, the profligate and proud. 
. Though round thy bower no pompous buildings ftare, 
Nor Tafte's capricious vanities be there ; 
Within the fweet recefs Truth loves to dwell ; 
And meek Simplicity adorns the cell : ,> 

Learning the volume of the world difplays, 
Blaz'ning the wonders of the Siru of Days : 
Genius, with eye undazzled by the Sun, 
Traces each footftep where Old Time has run : 
Science the exhauftlefs univerfe explores. 
Dives to the bottom, to the fummit foars ; 
There Contemplation by fage Wifdom led, 
" Holds her high converfe with the mighty Dead." 
While fair Content and Peace, congenial Powiers, 
Crown with delight the confecrated hours. 



G Retire- 
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baill 



The Mufe firft gives her callow wing to air ; 
To thee the liberal Arts their luftre owe. 
Plants, that rewrard the foil wherein they grow. 

From thee the Poet — whofe illumin*4 page 
Glows, like the Sun, above the wrecks of age : 
From thee the Sage — whofe meditative mind 
Prefcribes the Laws that civilize mankind : 
From thee th' Historian — whofe iagacious pen 
To man inculcates his firft ftudy, MEN: 
From thee the keen Philosopher — whofe eye 
Darts through the glooms that (hroud futurity : 
From thee, Retirement ! ALL their glories claim j; 
Thine the firfl triumphs in the £eld$ of Fame.- 



Blest is his loty ffom Vice, from Folly freej. 
Whofe ^^mquil pailions are arranged by Thee! 
To him, thoifgh Fai9;ion's difcontented rout 
Pronounce deArudion — while themielves are out. 



Though 
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Though Coiuntiei, With enidediick &etizy curs*df^ ' ^ 
Contend and war which Cypheir (hall be firil. 
To hiioi. die* clangour but- one forro w brings, 
That men fhould ngadden for fuch idle things. — 



When, darting radiance o*er the brightening fky. 
The Sun renews his race : or while, on high 
The dewy clouds involve the nkorning ray. 
As loth to yield their ftation to the day,. 
How fweet the opening morn I — ^the genial hour. 
Retirement ! calls thy votary^ from thy bower, 
To meet fair Health upon the mountain's fide : 
There, while blue mifts the lower vallies hide, 
Health aiid her rofe-lipt zephyrs meet, to pay 
Their balmy fragrance to the new-born day- 



When Evening hdvers, in her noi&lefs car,, 
Upon the fhadowy bofom of the air. 
What time the Star, that bids the dews arife, 

Diiaks the Jaft rodiaince of thie Wj^^eriit, fkies, 

■ " ^ And: 
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And Nature t)r«tttie» refrefli'd — quick letmy feet^ .1 

Retirement! fiaften to thy lov'd retreat:- ...'"'■ 

There, while each palUon calm'd, and wiih refia'd, '- 

Expand the heart, andclevate the mind. 

Let Fancy bear me to th' immortal clime, 

Where PoEsr, above the moon Aiblime, 

With Inrpiration dwells-rr-Or, Jet me hold 

Converfe with fages of the years of old ; 

And gleaning ev'ry truth and moral art, 

Treafure the living harveft in my heart, 

O Hours devote to Learning and to Thought, 
With manly pleafure, manly wifdom fraught. 
How blefs'd your injSuence ! — to the cheerlefs vale,i 
Though focial intercourfe and riches fail, 
Ye give Content ; your exquifite controul 
To Reafon's diflates reconcilesthe foul. 

Oh! ever on the unfrequented fpot. 
Where the thick Hazel hides the Curate's cot. 

Ye 



